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ABSTRACT

It is evident that the Muslim women in the Kalmunai district (Sri

Lanka) are deprived in educational attainment.  Discontinuation by _

dropping-out from studies is a more serious problem than the deprivation of

education. This study is an attempt to find-out the actual causes for the

discontinuation of studies of Muslim girls in the Kaimunai district after

Year 9.

The necessary data for this research was cbllected through a field
-survey conducted by administering questionnaires, through interviews and
observation. Tl;e assessment and evaluation of the assumed factors which
cause drop-out, such as socio-economic status and attitudes of parents
towards the girl;s education, facilities available in schools, -developmental
status .of the. area and the attitudes of society,‘ were made through

quantitative and qualitative analysis of the data.
The findings of the study revealed that,

I. Poverty is the most influential factor in the drop-out phenomenon
and that it operates at all levels of education of Muslim girls in the

Kalmunai district.

[

Attitudes of parents is not favourable to the continuation of the

education of Muslim girls after Year 9.
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3. Socio-culturally constructed views regarding the role and status of

women, and marriage have a negative impact on girls’ education.

4. The level of school facilities does not have any direct bearing on the

drop-out phenomehon of Muslim girls in the Kalmunai district.

5. The combined effects of poor economic levels, and parents’ and
society’s negative attitudes towards the education of girls have

aggravated the drop-out problem.

The poverty and attitudes of parents, and the socio-economic-cultural
aspects related to marriage, have had a separate and a collectively

negative impact on the education of Muslim girls in the Kalmunai district.

Short and long-term measures to encourage the continuation of
studies of girls were identified as remedial and preventive measures. The
main remedial measures were midday meais, a flexible time table, and a
second chance to drop-out students. The main preventive measures
suggested are awareness programmes for parents and interested groups of

society.

Urgent intervention is suggested to overcome this problem.




