ABSTRACT

For almost three decades Sri Lanka has been training teachers at various

of the Open University re. in 1980. Though studies have been done about

the effectiveness of this Programme pertaining to day- schools,
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study students’ perception on print study materials provided by the OUSL

The general objectives pertaming to this study are to find out the
perceptions of PGDE (Tamil Medum) students on the following aspects

of the print matenal () Layout (b) Language (¢) Content (d)
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prmt material differs acc ordmg to their genda teaahmg expenence and
other variables, to find out whether the designed features of print matenial

influcnces individual study . patterns and to make suggestions for the
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onstruction of the  questionnaire for students. Tlus questionnaire with 53

items was the main mstrument used for collecting data for the study.
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surpose. However, views of other part-time teachers of the programme
ind experience of the researcher were also used in the discussions and 1n-
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A sampl
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ot students representing the population of PGDE (lamil

and female students and students from rural and urban areas. The

questionnaire was adminstered to the sample of students and 133 students

recnnnded to the miactinnnaire correctlt The racnnncae af theee 1373
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students were tabulated and analyzed.

The perception relating to print rnaterials of the students were found in the

appropriateness, students’ interest and language. As regards the content
area 1 the learning material, majonity of the students expressed
dissatisfaction. They were of the op hat the objectives of the lessons

examples from real life and that the course contents were not completely

covered.

Regarding the presentation of contents most of the students were not
satistied with the language used n the materul. ‘The style of writing they
remarked had not stimulated their thinking, Ilustrations, diagrams

pictures, graphs have not been used wherever they were necessary.

Some of t presented for improvement of print
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materials are as follows. Print material should cover the entire course
content. Content should be updated and 1t should be explamned by taking
real life examples. Language should be made more simple lessons should
have more number of solved questions/exercises materials should provide

appropriate reference.
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