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Abstract

As children in primary grades are in different maturity levels and as they have
different learning styles even among students in the same class it is necessary to use
many different teaching learning methods. Especially in teaching mathematics it is often
needed to use suitable teaching learning methods. The main aim of this study was to

identify the problems faced by the primary mathematics teachers.

The design of this study is the sample survey design. The objectives of the
study were to classify the problems faced by the grade 3 primary mathematics teachers,
to identify the reasons for problems of different categories, to make suggestions to
minimize the problems and to make suggestions to improve the achievement levels of

mathematics.

The study was based in the Nugegoda education division of the Sri
Jayewardenepura education zone in the western province. A sample of 19 schools
were chosen through the stratified sampling method. Two primary mathematics in service
advisors in the division and 20 teachers from types 1AB, 1C, 2 and 3 schools were
chosen for the sample. The data collection instruments were questionnaires and interview
schedules. The analysis was done by percentages, graphs, statistical methods and

quantitative analysis for qualitative data.

The problems faced by teachers were classified into three groups. They were
the school related. teacher related and student related problems. The main problems
for each category were the physical environment of classrooms and the school, the
maintenance of teaching equipment, use of educational technology, supervision
procedures, in-service training sessions, teacher satisfaction, the socio-economic

condition of students and student attendance.

Such as resolutions for such problems, physical resources are
considered as solutions and suggestions, restriction of students to 35, internal and
external monitoring, proper implementation of training sessions, Parental support to

find out of school based programe and receive the syllabuses and investigate the absence

of children.
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