Abstract
The integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) into the
Western Music teaching-learning process of the secondary schools of Sri
Lanka has the potential to reinforce and support traditional approaches to
music teaching. This study investigates how teachers perceive the factors that
influence the integration of ICT as an effective tool in improving the teaching-

learning process of Western Music in secondary schools.

(he survey employed a quantitative-dominant mixed method that combined
both quantitative and qualitative approaches to gather data. The sample was
selected using the purposive sampling method. In phase one, by means of a
questionnaire, quantitative data was gathered from the sample that comprised
the entire population of Western Music teachers in the island. In phase two,
qualitative data was gathered by conducting interviews from a purposive
sample of 26 teachers and by using field notes of the researcher. The data was
gathered under six main sections and each section consisted of a number of

questions that queried different aspects of ICT integration.

The findings revealed that the majority of the Western Music teachers held
positive attitudes towards the use of ICT in the teaching-learning process and
50% of the respondents showed confidence in using ICT applications. But the
data also disclosed that although teachers were confident in using ICT, the
actual integration was limited to a few general ICT applications. The main
challenges that were identified are the teachers' concern over the issues related
to inadequate facilities and resources in the music classroom, the need for
professional development and the use of advanced ICT music applications
within effective instructional processes towards aesthetics subjects. Despite
thgse issues, the study however highlighted that ICT integration has become a
! s"i"gnil';cum means of improving music learning through generating

Qppo.pu.mics for student-teacher interaction and facilitating self-regulated

learning.
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