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Abstract

The purpose of the study is to find out how far the Zonal Education Office, the
closet administrative unit to schools contributes in planning and conducting
school Based Teacher Development Programme, in identifying the problems
and issues faced by the schools in the process and in providing necessary
assistance and guidance to overcome these obstacles. Principles of 68 Sinhala
Medium schools were selected for the study, based on the purposive sampling
technique. Different methods have been adopted to collect primary and
secondary data needed for the study, and data analysis has been done using
quantitative methods. Conclusions and proposals made by the previous
researchers in the field have assisted and guided the researcher. After
analyzing the collected data it has been identified that the contribution made by
the ZEO to make the aforesaid programme a success is not at a satisfactory
level. So, possible recommendations have been proposed to make the
programme more successful and to enhance the role played by the ZEO in the

process.




