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ABSTRACT

The researcher through her experience has recognized that the reasens for
lower achievement levels of subject Mathematics of senior grade children at schools
in Sri Lanka are due to the failure of achieving the basic concepts in Mathematics at
Primary Grades, This study focused on teaching and learning process of Grade three
Mathematics as it is the grade that the basic Mathematics concepts are introduced to
the students. The literature review of this study was focused on the nature of the
grade 3 students, basic Concepts of mathematics and the significance of achievement
of basic concepts, methods of teaching basic mathematical concepts, learning
resources used in teaching basic mathematical concepts and methods of assessing
basic mathematical concepts. ‘The study was carried out as a survey design that

comes under descriptive research approach,

The sample of the study was selected from schools in Horana Educational
Zone of Kalutara District. The sample comprised of two 1AB schools, two type 1
schools, two type 2 schools and six type 3 schools. Hundred and fifty students, thirty
teachers and three subject instructors were included in to the sample. Data collection
was done through questionnaires, interviews, documentary analysis and observations.
Quantitalive data were analyzed using tables, percentages and charts. Also, the
qualitative data collected through interviews and observations were triangulated with

the quantitative data.

The busic concepts recommended for grade three level were identified as
additions, subtraction, multiplications and divisions. Findings revealed that the
recommended teaching methodologies are suitable for the students of the Grade three
level. However, it was identified most of teachers are using lecture method,
discussion method instead of recommended appropriate methods. Lack of knowledge
in new technology when using teaching aids, crowded class rooms, weaknesses of
class room and time management of teachers were some reasons for poor
achicvements in students. Further, the findings revealed that the teachers are not
sufficiently implementing appropriate reccommended evaluation methods such as
criterion based assessmenis and maintaining portfolios. At the end of the study
recommendation were made to minimize the identified limitations and weaknesses of

the teaching learning process of basic concepts of Grade three Mathematics,




