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Abstract

Barly childhood is one of the most important period in personal
development, The age between 2 to 6 is considered as the pre-school stage.
During this period a rapid development in the child takes place. The
development which takes place during this stage directly influences the
potential personality. When the young generation in Sti Lanka is considered, it
is apparvent that they move away from the ethics and values. When looking at
various incidents it is clear that some of the school going students tend to move
rapidly towards the anti-social activities. So it is a timely need to start the
development of good social behaviour in the children who will own the future

socicty,

The theoretical and empirical literature review was done in relevance fo
the study. In doing so defining good social behaviour, identifying the age limit
relevant to early childhood and the objectives of pre-school education were
studied. Local and foreign literatare was referenced in the empirical literature

review.

In the research, fhis problem was studied in four research objectives.
Here, finding out activitiés carried out by pre-schools for developing good
social behaviour in children, teacher perception of the contribution of the
activities carried out by pre-schools for developing good social behaviour in
children, parents’ perception of the contribution of the activitiés carried out by
pre-schools for developing good social behaviour in children and providing
suggestions to enhance the contribution of the activities carried out by pre-
schools for developing good social behaviour in children were used as specific

objectives.

As the sample of the study the pre-schools in the Badulla divisional
secretary were selected. According to that 10 pre-schools, 20 pre-school
teachers and 10 parents were included. For collecting data an observation sheet,

questionnaire and interviews were used. Collected data was analyzed using the

vi




quantitative analysis methods like tables, graphs and percentages as well as
through comprehensive analysis methods like summarized structured data

analysis,

Here, it was revealed that the pre-school teachers selected for the sample
have fulfilted the requirements and qualifications of the p re-school act and all
the pre-school teachers have more than one year experience in teaching in a pre-

school.

It was revealed that various daily activities for developing the good
social behaviour in children are done and in the learning-teaching process a
variety of activities are done to develop good social behaviour and also specific
activities are carried out for good social behaviour development by the pre-
school teachers which are compatible with the nationat objectives. And it was
also revealed that the factors like home environment, peer groups, pre-school
environment, mass media and neighblours affect the development of good social

behaviour in children.

This study revealed that it was for the intellectual development of the
child that parents expect in providing pre-school education. Future research
methads and recommendations were done according to the findings of this

rescarch study.
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