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1. Abstract

The Grade 5 Scholarship Examination which was started in 1935 with the intentions of giving
bursarics to capable but economically disadvantaged students to continue their studies and to
provide opportunities to study in Central Colleges has become highly competitive at present
due (o the shift of concepts from ‘Central Colleges’ to ‘Popular Schools’. The students who
come [rom families with a background of lower income becoming a disadvantaged group due
to the above-mentioned shift has become the basis of this study. This study conducted under
the topic “The discrepancies of the performance of candidates belonging to the families with
lower income at the Grade 5 Scholarship Examination’ is based of 3 objectives. They are,
identifying the subject areas that the candidates who come from families with a lower income
arc showing weaknesses, study how those weaknesses are related to the variables male/female,
medium and district and also to, make recommendations for them in order to overcome those
weaknesses. During the theoretical investigations for the literature review of this study the
theories of Howard Gardener, Anderson, Jean Piaget, Sturnburg, and Vygotsky are put forward
and also in empirical literature review local and global studies relevant to this study is presented.
A representative sample of 46,81 | candidates covering the island from years 2015-2019 was
selected and this was conducted as an analysis of context type. The data was collected referring
to documents such as RD forms and evaluation journals filled by chief examiners. After
verifying that there is a difference in performance of candidates who come from families with
a low income using basic statistical calculations and correlation co-efficient, analyses were
done for cach and every subject arcas. Here, it was identified that Mathematics has been more
difficult to candidates who come from families with a 10welr income and also it was revealed
that there are drawbacks in their results among other subject areas too. According to a District
tevel analysis concentrating on Gender factor as well, the districts where the candidates showed
difficulties in Mathematics and First Language were identified. In order to make
recominendations to increase the performance of candidates according to the 3vd objective of
the siudy, the difficult subject areas for the said sample of students and exact difficult questions
were identified. As conclusions of this study, Mathematics and First language are found to be
the most difficult subjects for the candidates who belong to the families with a lower income.
And as a whole, female candidates have performed higher than the male candidates. [t can be
specified that the candidates who come from the background of lower income who are from
Batticaloa, Jaffna, Mannar and Polonnaruwa districts shows difficulty for First Language while
candidates from Batticaloa, Jaffna, Mannar, Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, Matale and Ratnapure

districts shows difficulty in Mathematics. With the aim of minimizing the aforementioned -




weaknesses, it can be recommended that the students must be given an understanding of the
basic mathematical operations through theoretical knowledge and real-world experiences, they
must be given the ability to produce a correct sentence on their own and they must be directed

to observe the objects in the environment closely.




