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1 Ravana’s flying machine has many 
types of descriptions in the many 
versions of the Rama-Ravana tale. The 
South Indian version states that 
Ravana could fly using his mind 
power. The version that is told in 
Lanka has depicted Ravana’s flying 
machine as a wooden aircraft 
resembling a peacock.  
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2 Modern Lankan nationalists have 
used these ideas to propagate their 

own version of a nation state that had 
access to military and administrative 
power even before the advent of 
known history. A lengthy discussion is 
beyond the scope of the present 
paper. 
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4 As folkloristic research has shown it 
is difficult to pin a specific time to a 
folktales, which are cultural units 
transmitted orally from person to 
person.   
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